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make themselves acceptable to the Yaksas. The priest created
a thousand goats, a thousand sheep, and a thousand buffaloes
by throwing soybeans on the ground and transforming them
with special incantations. The animals were fabricated in
great quantity because the Yaksas were known to be meat
eaters with excessive appetites.

The king then asked Karkotak to go on ahead, make him-
self tiny, enter the body of the Yaksa king, make him ill, and
stay there until they arrived so they could cure him. Karkotak
did exactly as he was instructed and the demon king soon grew
very sick. Nothing could cure the pain in his stomach. When
the king, the priest, and the farmer arrived in Kamrup, they
announced that they were physicians from Nepal. The des-
perate Yaksas pleaded, “Please help our king, for he is dying!”
The trio huddled over the sick Yaksa, and on the fifth day after
the three began “treatment” with herbs, Karkotak left the
king’s body, according to plan.

The Yaksas had an exuberant and festive celebration.
They ate all the animals the travelers had manufactured and
drank vast amounts of wine to wash them down. After the
feast, the grateful demon king asked what he could give them
in return for their cure. They asked for Prince Lokanatha, the
youngest son of the queen of the Yaksas. This request was met
with howls of outrage, and the queen was beside herself with
fury. Her eyes flamed, and it became immediately apparent
that it was far too dangerous to remain in the demons’ king-
dom for another moment.

They escaped. But outside the borders, in hiding, they
made a new plan — they would capture the spirit of the
prince and take it home with them. Elaborate rituals were per-
formed, then Karkotak was sent back to the castle with a bit
of magical soot to smear upon the forehead of the child.
Immediately, the spirit of Prince Lokanatha was seized with
an urge to travel. The Yaksa doctor was called in, but the prince
was so possessed that his spirit left its body in the night and
flew in the form of a sacred bee to the hidden travelers.

The next morning, in the castle, the Yaksa queen discov-
ered Prince Lokanatha’s dis irited, lifeless body. She woke all
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